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A N S W E R  K E Y  

GRAMMAR – 15pts 

1. staying  
2. causes 
3. as  
4. from 
5. among/in 
6. However          
7. between 
8. why 
9. exposed  
10. up        
11. with    
12. of                                                           
13. on 
14. about                           
15. to  

VOCABULARY – 10pts 

1.B, 2.C, 3.D, 4.C 
5. encircle 
6. pollutants 
7. insulating     
8. seemingly       
9. upwards                  
10.elsewhere    

READING COMPREHENSION – 10pts 

1.T,  2.F,  3.F,  4. T,  5. F,  6. F,  
7. c), 8. b), 9. a) 
10.threat 

1. LISTENING COMPREHENSION – 5pts  

2. B 
3. T  
4. H      
5. H     
6. B      
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L I S T E N I N G  T A P E S C R I P T  (Please read twice.) 

Helen: I was on the train the other day and all these people were answering their mobiles and 

fiddling about with their messages and, well, I was just reading the paper, and I kind of felt sorry for 

them. They looked like they’d sooner be doing what I was doing; they looked so harassed. 

Tony: Yeah, but it’s vital for some people that their offices or members of their family can always 

get in touch with them, isn’t it? I mean, if there’s an emergency at home or something like that, and 

no-one can get hold of them … 

Helen: I know, but there are limits … 

Tony: Which is exactly why I turn the thing off sometimes. E-mails can be just as bad. 

Helen: I know. Do you get loads of e-mail at work? 

Tony: Yeah, I spend a big chunk of my morning ploughing through them all. 

Helen: Me too. I get really snowed under with them; some of them are really detailed, and half the 

time they’re from people in the next room or even at the next desk. It seems daft. Why don’t they just 

come and talk to me? 

Tony: Well, yeah, that would save time sometimes. I get the feeling some people just dash off e-

mails to me at the moment something comes up. It’s passing the buck really. They can do it instead 

of working things out for themselves. And they’re all full of question marks and half-thoughts. 

Helen: Mmm. I was thinking the other day about how things don’t get done ‘properly’ any more. I 

was watching some group on TV. Nobody seems to play a real instrument in pop music these days, 

do they? It’s all done on computers, they’re not real musicians. 

Tony: Yeah, there’s an “anyone can do it” culture these days.  

Helen: I know, but if anyone can do it, as long as they’ve got technology, regardless of whether they 

know anything about music or not, no wonder it’s all such rubbish these days. 

Tony: Well, you might think that. Still, there’s a lot of good stuff around, and technology is being 

used in lots of other ways, which are very positive. 

(continued on the next page) 
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L I S T E N I N G  T A P E S C R I P T  (continued) 

Helen: Yeah, sport on TV, that’s something that’s making use of it really well. You know, you can 

press a button on your handset, if you’ve got the service, and you can follow one particular player 

around in a football match. 

Tony: And there are cameras everywhere, and replays from all angles, and some of the referee’s 

decisions now go to people watching TV replays to make decisions for the referee. 

Helen: I don’t mind all that. I think it all adds to the excitement. 

Tony: It seems daft to me. Holds the game up all the time.  

Helen: Some of these things, though, you get the feeling that they’re just there because some whiz 

kid came up with it. 

Tony: You mean it was invented because it could be invented, not because anyone actually wants it? 

Helen: Nicely put. I mean, there are things I can do on my computer, apparently, that I wouldn’t 

want to do in a million years. 

Tony: Yeah, but how typical are you? There are people out there who always want to be up to speed 

with these things. 

Helen: Sure, but don’t you think that in a few years’ time a lot of this stuff will be seen as just 

gimmicky things that have had their day? 

Tony: There’ll be things that don’t last, I guess.  

Helen: We’ll look back on some of it and laugh one day. “Did they really invent that?” we’ll say. 

What for? 

Tony: Some of these things will be on one of those “silly ideas of the past” programmes, no doubt, 

but the vast majority are here to stay. 

Helen: We’ll see. 
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R O L E P L A Y  

STUDENT 

You’ve been looking for a summer job that won’t tie you down too much. Several days ago, you saw 
the following note shared on a friend’s wall on a social networking site: 

 
You’ve already called to set up the interview and you are going to meet one of the parents now. 
Convince him/her that you are exactly what they (and their kids) need. You really want this job!  
 

�----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Kategória 2B – Olympiáda v anglickom jazyku – Celoštátne kolo 2011/2012 

 

R O L E P L A Y  

TEACHER 

You are a Brit living in Slovakia with your family. You have 2 boys, ages 4 and 6, and need a 
babysitter for the summer (8am-12noon) as no nursery schools are open and both you and your 
spouse work. You posted a note online to try and find someone. You now have an interview with one 
of the people who has seen that note and called. Of course, you want to make sure they aren’t a 
nutcase first (you’ve had several already), but you really need someone responsible and with a lot of 
energy and ideas – your boys are FULL of life. A high level of English is also required – you don’t 
want your boys’ English to deteriorate.  
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S P E A K I N G  –  P I C T U R E S  

Choose ONE of the tasks below: 

1. Discuss the rights of animals, particularly their captivity and their use in scientific 
experiments.  

            OR 

2. Create a story in which an animal has played a significant role in someone’s life. 
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